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Hands for the Light  Crafted by Skilled Artisans 

A Day at the Johnston Foundry, July, 2019 
The final casting of molten bronze into the shape of our ‘hands’ may 
take only a day to complete, however the process of moulding and 
casting these wonderful pieces by Johnston’s Foundry at Little Harbour, 
Abaco requires several steps and time spread over several months. 

Making a mould into which the metal is finally poured is an exacting 
job which requires attention to detail—not only so the piece being 
moulded is perfectly replicated—but also so that the mould itself is 
strong enough stand the temperature and weight of materials used.   

Where does wax figure into all of this? 

A two part rubber mould is made of an 
original lighthouse door handle. But this rubber 
mould is not in the shape or our hand, rather it 
is a mould into which wax will be poured to 
make several wax replicas of the hand. Each of 
these wax hands will then be used for shaping a 
mould around them so that multiple castings can 
be poured at a time.  4 wax moulds are attached 
to each other and covered with a bonding agent 
followed by successive coatings of  increasingly 
coarser sand.  This sand and wax structure will 
become the form that the molten bronze will 
be poured into; the bronze will replace the 
wax which will melt away and thus be lost…

A rubber mould is removed to 
reveal the casted wax mould 
for our Hand.  This mould will 
be re-used many times to make 
additional wax moulds 

The lost wax process by 
which our hands were 
fabricated was first 
developed more than 
6000 years ago as a way 
to duplicate a desired 
shape. Since then it has 
been the molding 

method of choice 
when copies of 
intricate original 

works of art are 
made. Gold, silver, 

bronze and even 
glass have been 
formed in this way.

Richard Appaldo cleaning and sanding 
one of the casted bronze hands.

The Crucible used to heat up the bronze is 
over 2000 degrees and fueled by propane.

A ‘Hand for the Light’ may be purchased 
by contacting erlsbahamas@gmail.com




